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BTAG
celebrates
success

Adopt-aBlock
in St. Pete

Gwen and James
Feazell
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

LARGO – For 13 years,
Bridging the Achievement
Gap (BTAG) has brought
together parents, teachers
and the community in an effort to close the academic
achievement gap between
culturally diverse students
in Pinellas County Schools.
Since that day back in 2003,
1,937 students have been
served.
Founders James and
Gwen Feazell assembled a
team of current and retired
educators, volunteers and
financial contributors to
offer quality tutoring and
reliable
transportation.
BTAG developed a systematic concept of using “The 4
Rs”—Relationship, Relevance, Rigor, Result—to insure that their students
succeed by meeting academic and social expectations.
“You can’t just expect
the school system to do it.
As parents and as neighbors, we have to do it,” said
Feazell, at a fundraising
banquet Aug 18 held at
Shiloh Missionary Baptist
Church.
The banquet highlighted some of the program’s best and brightest
and the educators who
mold them.
“BTAG was a blessing
that continues to give and I
am proud and grateful for
it,” said recent program
graduate Shakari Robinson.
Shakari thrived while attending the same elementary school her mother
See BTAG, page 7

Cornieshiana Thomas
and Michael Robinson
Twenty-five percent of Pinellas County’s underage population, 18 and younger, and
17 percent of its adult population have no idea where their next meal will come from.



BY LAURA
MULROONEY
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Roy Henry never felt
stigmatized as a senior
citizen
using
food
stamps, but nearly 50
years earlier, being a kid
whose family was enrolled in the program
generated a much different experience. He can

still feel the embarrassment that heated his
cheeks when his aunt
would hold up the line at
the grocery store counting out food stamp
coupons.
Worse than grocery
store hang-ups, Henry
remembers the other
kids that would tease
and taunt those less fortunate.

“The kids would go
around teasing people
about “oh y’all on food
stamps” recalled Henry.
“If their parents weren’t
on food stamps and
everyone else was on
food stamps, we’d be
picked at.”
Henry, a semi-retired senior citizen,
works part time as a
cashier for Annie’s

Beauty Supply on the
Deuces and at 64 years
old is the oldest student
in his Master Barber
program at St. Petersburg Barber School,
which he attends every
day from 5-9 p.m.
He tries to inspire
people to keep growing
no matter their past or
their age. Henry admits
See STAMPS, pages 2

Sylvia’s was gone before the doors closed
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Larry Newsome, the
Midtown
developer
whose company built
Tangerine
Plaza,
opened Sylvia’s Queen
of Soul Food Restaurant on the ground floor
of the city-owned Manhattan Casino in late
2013. After initial success, the eatery was
forced to close its
doors this summer.
Newsome had plans
to reopen the restaurant, but it was revealed

that Sylvia’s Wood, Inc.
sent his company cease
and desist notices last
Nov. and Dec. to stop
using Sylvia’ name.
This would make it impossible to reopen.
At a community discussion last Tuesday,
Aug. 23 organized by
Rev. Manuel Sykes,
Newsome said the
prospect of jobs being
created and amenities
added to the community would be incentives
to bring in the muchneeded capital.
According to Newsome, the city refused to

Gregory Williams, left, managing partner
with Aracle Enterprises and Larry Newsome.
ask the federal govern- keep the restaurant
ment for a Section 108 afloat.
Loan Guarantee, which
“You can’t go and
would have given him ask the federal governthe working capital to
See MIDTOWN, page 3



BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — Numerous programs and initiatives have been developed
throughout the years to have a
positive impact on the Childs
Park Community. Some have
sputtered while others flourish.
The Adopt-a-Block program, through the Florida
Dream Center, hopes to offer
a unique approach to the area
by bringing resources and assistance directly to the residents.
The Florida Dream Center
was established in 2012 to address the needs of impoverished
and
at-risk
neighborhoods. Citing the
2013 Economic Impact of
Poverty Report for the Pinellas
County Board of County Commissioners, 25 percent of the
Lealman and south St. Pete
communities live at or below
100 percent of the federal
poverty level.
Michael Robinson, the
South St. Pete coordinator for
Adopt- a-Block, said they go directly to the residents and ask,
“What can we do for you?”
On Saturday mornings,
Robinson and his team of volunteers assemble and break
into three groups: “Laborers”
who provide minor home repairs, debris cleanup and lawn
service; “table leaders,” are the
ones in charge of the distribution of donated clothes, hygiene products and boxed
lunches for the children and
“walkers” who go door-to-door
asking residents if they have
any specific needs. Walkers
also spread the word about the
program and the valuable reSee PROGRAM, page 6
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Stigmatizing the poor
From STAMPS, page 1

life hasn’t been easy; he’s
experienced what many
families continue to experience in Pinellas County
every day, hunger.
Twenty-five percent of
Pinellas County’s underage population, 18 and
younger, and 17 percent of
its adult population have
no idea where their next
meal will come from. Even
though healthy food is
freely distributed throughout the city at numerous
food pantries, outreach
programs and federally
funded food supplemental
programs exist, hunger
persists.
Our culture as Americans is one of pride and individualism. We are proud
to live on our own, move
out of our parent’s home
and pay our own bills, but
why still associate with our
families, friends and neighbors if we can’t ask for help
when we are in need?
“There are some people out there that need
food stamps, some have
low-income jobs while others have no jobs at all, if
there’s no way of getting
food in the house and your
family don’t wanna help
you, why not get assistance
in food stamps,” questioned Henry.
What seems like an
easy question isn’t always
so easy to answer for
some.
“Poor people are stigmatized… it’s not just food
or food stamps,” believes
Carole Alexander, executive director at The Next
Stepp Life Center, which
aims to empower women
and men to make life and
lifestyle choices that promote their physical, emotional
and
spiritual
well-being.
“There’s judgment no
matter what government
program is used, if it costs
taxpayers money, people
are automatically judged,”

concludes
Allison
Kuhlman after eight years
as assistant executive director at Eckerd Community Alternatives, the lead
agency for child welfare in
Pinellas, Pasco and Hillsborough counties.
Henry sees a lot of kids
and senior citizens going
hungry in Midtown. Even
though he believes there’s
adequate information out
there to apply for food assistance, some people are
afraid they will get turned
away and so they don’t
apply.
“Some of them don’t
have any income at all,
some of them have never
applied for it before and
some listen to what other
people have to say and
that’s why a lot of people
don’t make the attempt to
go down there and get it,”
Henry explained. “People
tell each other things that
aren’t true because they’re
misinformed and that’s
where part of the stigma
comes from.”
Henry admits he’s
heard people tell each
other, “You’s a felon,” or
“They’re not going to give
it [SNAP] to you because
you don’t have a job.” He’s
seen this information discourage potential beneficiaries from finding out
whether or not they qualify.
Research has shown
that the terms used in local
media publications for
those who utilize the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
and Women Infant and
Children (WIC) program
are the weakest of our
communities. They are of
the poorest and they are
needy.
“We’ve got this language, particularly when
you look at organizations
that try to get grants, or
trying to get whatever
they’re trying to get, they

use the most negative because they think it’ll work
and it does,” explained
Alexander. “If you’re writing a grant and you say
“we’re trying to help people live better”… It doesn’t
sound as good as “they’re
poor and they need” or
“they’re weak and they
need,” unfortunately that’s
just what we’ve fallen into.”
In reality, those who
qualify for food assistance
are the working hungry
and are in need of assistance, but they are not
needy.
“To describe a person
in negative terms because
they’re poor is the wrong
thing to do,” said Alexander. “It has nothing to do
with their value or their
worth, or what kind of people they are, they just need
assistance.”
Destiny Cameron, an
18-year-old Midtown resident, received her first
SNAP payment July 21,
one month after her 18th
birthday. She’s never
known anyone to feel stigmatized for using SNAP,
but thinks that some people might not use the benefit because they think it’s
for poor people and they
don’t consider themselves
poor.
There is a sense of embarrassment when help is
needed, but this isn’t a
unique or individual problem and it isn’t a self-committed
fallacy.
This
embarrassment for needing help has been influenced by the media and
encouraged by politicians.
SNAP and WIC nutrition programs are used interchangeably with the
word welfare, which
causes confusion and misunderstanding for those
who might qualify for the
programs but never apply
because of a perceived
stigma and inaccurate information.

There is a distinct difference between welfare
and food assistance. Welfare is a cash assistance
program, while SNAP,
WIC, and food pantries are
specifically designed to
help supplement food
needs for families and individuals.
Cameron was quick to
explain that she wasn’t a
welfare recipient and that
she was looking for a job.
She expressed her concern that her benefits
would be reduced once
she did find a job though,
since the amount of assistance is primarily based off
of income.
In Midtown, 23 businesses accept SNAP/EBT
benefits. Out of those 23
vendors, the Walmart
Neighborhood Market on
the corner of 22nd Street
South and 17th Avenue
South is the only full service grocery store. South
City Market, WAWA, Walgreens and 7-Eleven do
offer limited fruits, vegetables and protein sources
that tend to be more expensive than grocery
stores.
This makes choosing
and following healthy eating patterns inconvenient
and difficult.
With over 40 percent of
households living under
the poverty level, (a family
of four that makes less
than $24,300 would be considered
beneath
the
poverty level), in Pinellas
County it is normal for families to wonder where their
next meal will come from
let alone where a nutritious
meal.
In the meantime, participation in SNAP has
dropped by more than a
million people since October 2014. October 2015
marked the fifth straight
monthly decline. Even as
more people are applying
for benefits, about 20 per-

cent of eligible applicants
will not receive them, according to the Food Research and Action Center.
Why the decline?
Beth Houghton, the executive director of St. Petersburg Free Clinic, said
awareness is the biggest
problem.
“Many families don’t
know they qualify for food
assistance like SNAP, commonly referred to as food
stamps,” said Houghton.
“Many families are unaware of the qualifications
they need to benefit from
this federal program. Education about available programs and resources is
key.”
Every individual and
family interested in using
SNAP or WIC can find out
if they are eligible through
online prescreening tools,
which save time, but are
not always the final decision.
Each
applicant
should still contact his or
her state or county office
for verification.
Requirements
for
SNAP include limited
countable resources, such
as a bank account, a gross
monthly income less than
the limit established by the
program for household
size and employment stipulations, with additional
rules for the elderly or disabled.
A household can apply
for SNAP benefits at the
local, state or county office
or by visiting the state
agency’s website and completing an online application at myflorida.com/
accessflorida
The WIC targeted population is low-income, nutritionally at risk pregnant
women,
breastfeeding
women, non-breastfeeding
postpartum women, infants up to their first birthdays and children up to
their fifth birthday.
WIC eligibility require-

ments state that applicants
must live in the state in
which they apply and have
an income at or below an
income level or standard
set by the state agency.
The individual must also
be at nutritional risk,
meaning they have medical-based or dietary-based
conditions, such as those
that come from having a
poor diet.
Contact the WIC state
or local agency to schedule
an appointment, (727) 8246913 or (727) 824-6914.
Food pantries are another local resource for
providing food. In south
Pinellas County, there are
11 pantries. Many of these
pantries provide food without documentation although some may require
proof of residency, proof of
income and a valid photo
ID.
The amount of food
given out at a pantry depends on that agency’s resources and choices, and is
designed to be supplemental. Most locations provide
three to five days of food
based on household size.
Those interested in using a
local pantry should check
pantry schedules and
times to avoid wasted time
and inconvenient travel.
Feeding America is an
additional resource that
distributes more than
three billion meals each
year through food pantries
and meal programs; their
website provides a food
pantry
locator
at
www.feedingamerica.org.
When most people
think about poverty and
hunger they rarely picture
their child’s friend from
school or the kid living
next door, yet they should,
according to Shelba Waldron, Juvenile Welfare
Board senior program consultant. “Hunger is silent.”

After school snack program
for children
ST. PETERSBURG –
City of St. Petersburg
Parks and Recreation
sponsors the After School
Snack Program for children at recreation center
Playcamp and Teen
Camps through the Child
Care Food Program. Nutritionally
balanced
snacks are provided to all
children during the After
School Program in the afternoon.
All children and teens

must be currently enrolled in elementary
school or middle school
to be eligible to receive a
snack. The program is approved for geographical
areas where 50 percent or
more of the children qualify for free or reduced
price meals during the
school year.
The following are participating recreation centers
with
snack
service: Campbell Park,

601 14th St. S.; Childs
Park, 4301 13th Ave. S.;
Frank Pierce, 2000 7th St.
S.; Gladden Park, 3901
30th Ave. N.; J.W. Cate,
5801 22nd Ave. N.; Lake
Vista, 1401 62nd Ave. S.;
Roberts, 1246 50th Ave.
N.; Shore Acres, 4230
Shore Acres Blvd. NE;
Walter Fuller, 7891 26th
Ave. N.; Thomas “Jet”
Jackson, 1000 28th St. S.;
Willis S. Johns, 6635 Dr.
M.L. King Jr. St. N.

                          

The Weekly Challenger
is distributed in the following cities:
St. Petersburg • Clearwater • Largo
Tarpon Springs • Dunedin • Safety Harbor

The Weekly Challenger
 









 
  


  

 
   
   
 

Ethel L. Johnson
CEO/Publisher Emerita
Lyn Johnson

Publisher/General Manager
Irene Johnson-Pridgen

Advertising Dept. 727-642-3499
advertising@theweeklychallenger.com
Lorrie Bellinger

Art Director
PUBLISHED WEEKLY
on Thursdays
READERSHIP
100,000 monthly
SUBSCRIPTION RATES
$50 for 1 year (local only)
SINGLE COPY 50 cents
ATTN. POSTMASTER:
Send all address changes to:
The Weekly Challenger
P.O. Box 35130
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
NO PAPER?
If you have not received your
paper during delivery,
call (727) 896-2922
DEADLINES

P.O. Box 35130, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: (727) 896-2922
Fax: (727) 823-2568
Email: editor@theweeklychallenger.com
www.theweeklychallenger.com

All news items, advertising copy and
related art submitted for publication
on Thursday must be received no later
than 4 p.m. Monday.

COLUMNIST’S
DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The
Weekly Challenger columnists/
advice columnists do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Weekly
Challenger. By publishing such
columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any
advice or suggestion expressed.

best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
Submissions to The Weekly
Challenger may be edited for
reasons of space, clarity or for
considerations of liability. All
submissions become the sole
property of The Weekly Challenger.
The Weekly Challenger reserves the
right to run all or part of any
submission at a later time. Some
submissions may take precedence due
to timeliness or newsworthiness.

THE BLACK PRESS
believes that America can

Volume 49 • Number 2
Published Thursday,
September 1, 2016
12 pages • 1 section
© The Weekly Challenger
All rights reserved. No portions of this periodical
may be reproduced without expressed consent.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2016

3

COMMUNITY NEWS
Is the city trying to gentrify 22nd Street South
From MIDTOWN page 1

ment,” he said, “you have
to ask the city to apply for
the loan for you.”
Though the city has
helped other nonprofits
obtain this loan, he said
they just decided they
weren’t going to do it for
Urban Development Solutions (UDS), Newsome’s
nonprofit.
A letter from the
mayor’s office explained to
Newsome that the city
wasn’t going to do it because UDS wasn’t paying
its rent. But Newsome
said that lack of capital
wasn’t allowing him to pay.
He added that at the
outset, then Mayor Bill
Foster viewed the project
as a partnership between
UDS and the city, and over
$6 million in the city’s
cash, a federal government grant and some private money was invested
in the project, but Newsome was still short on
working capital, a main
reason he said that Sylvia’s
struggled.
As a result of the lack
of working capital and the
negative publicity surrounding his struggles
with the city, business
dropped dramatically. Litigation is ongoing with the
city concerning the Manhattan Casino, and Newsome refutes any claims
that he asked the city for
millions of dollars in guarantees.
Newsome admits that
due to the issues with cash
flow and capital, Sylvia’s
could not afford to hire the
level of managerial professionals needed to run the
restaurant as it deserved.
But he said he did inform
the city of his intentions in
making Sylvia’s a success,
including hiring expert
managers, revamping the
menu, doing more “grassroots” marketing and television advertising. His
company did spend the

money necessary at the
outset, including close to
$400,000 on equipment.
“We wanted Sylvia’s to
be a first-class restaurant,”
he said, “and that’s what
we intended to do.”
Concerning Tangerine
Plaza in Midtown, UDS
lost the plaza after BB&T
initiated foreclosure proceedings back in April.
Newsome said the city invested only $2 million—
not $7 million that is often
reported—into the plaza.
Initially an intersection
home to drug dens and dilapidated buildings, the
plaza helped to revamp the
area, especially with a
Sweetbay Supermarket
opening. After seven years
of operation in the
plaza, the supermarket
was closed in 2013 and replaced by a Walmart in
early 2014. Newsome said
that when Walmart moved
in it demanded a substantial rent decrease.
A rent decrease meant
a reduction in fair market
value, Newsome said, explaining that when the fair
market value was reduced,
UDS had more debt on the
property than it had value.
Newsome asked if the
city would restructure its
part of the debt. Again the
city refused him, and UDS
continued to get the prop-

erty refinanced. When
Sweetbay pulled out it paid
a fee of close to $2 million
and most of the money
went to pay down the debt
while some of it went into
a trust fund. Newsome
said the city even blocked
his efforts to obtain the
money from the trust fund
needed to refinance.
Community
activist
Theresa “Momma Tee”
Lassiter asked Newsome
why Mayor Rick Kriseman
seems to be against him in
these matters, and asked if
it was something personal
between Newsome and
the mayor.
“I don’t have anything
against him,” Newsome
offered.
Lassiter said the loss of
these properties that are
important to the AfricanAmerican community is
heartbreaking.
There
seems to be a different
“set of rules” the city plays
by when it come to the
black community, she
said.
Calling for “civil disobedience,” Rev. Sykes
said the Kriseman administration is looking to gentrify the 22nd Street
Corridor.
To
reach
Frank
Drouzas,
email
fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

 


 


 

 
  

Plantation-style politics
Dear Editor:
As predicted, the moment the TIFF funds
began to be doled out for
the purpose of bringing
black folks out of poverty,
the critics started…and
for good reason.
For approximately five
years, starting with the
planning process in 2011,
I have tried to offer input
into the structure of the
CRA planning process
from the perspective of a
20 plus year public servant and certified public
manager, but more importantly as a resident of
Midtown.
For free, I have researched
other CRA
plans in urban communities, taken vacation time
to attend CRA planning
meetings, attended CAC
meetings, attended City
Budget meetings, meetings with the deputy
mayor and meetings with
city staff with the simple
message: We must develop a viable plan that
has a strategic focus.
Midtown residents
must be able to see with
clarity that the plan had
the potential of making an
impact on the socio-economic status of the Midtown community. In an
attempt to appease me,
there was a mention or
two about early childhood
education in the plan, but
my plea is to take the
same level of planning
used in the Central Avenue and downtown
CRAs fell on deaf ears.
I believe in my heart
of hearts that there are
many individuals within

City Hall and throughout
the city who would like
to see the socio-economic status in the
African-American community elevated to a
level where the sun really does shine on them;
however, it appears that
the forces to keep the
African-American community oppressed and
depressed utilizing plantation-style politics is
stronger than the combined membership of the
NAACP and Happy Workers Children’s Center, an
87-year-old institution.
If the African-American community in the
City of St. Petersburg is
ever going to be poised to
see the socio-economic
status of other communities, there are a few inalienable truths that the
city and the black community must adhere to:
• Sustained and improved socio-economic
status is not grounded in
a grant program
• A viable Midtown
CRA plan must begin with
a strategic plan with specific goals and defined
outcomes
• The plantation-style
politics of breaking off a
few must be buried
• The African-American leaders must stop allowing themselves to be
leveraged for a dollar that
elevates them or their organization and does nothing to elevate the
community
• City officials must
seek out viable community input that can be
translated into a viable

CON N ECT
W ITH US

PLEASE
SUPPORT
OUR
ADVERSISERS

LEGAL NOTICE
St. Petersburg Housing
Authority’s 2017 Annual
/Five-Year draft plan update
may be reviewed at 2001
Gandy Blvd. N. and on our
website at stpeteha.org
A public hearing will be held
at 2001 Gandy Blvd. N.
on September 22, 2016 at
10:00 AM. Interested parties
are invited to attend.

strategic plan
• African-American
elected officials, leaders
of churches, Greek organizations, communitybased social justice
organizations and neighborhood
associations
must make a collective
decision to take active
roles in killing off the
complacency and acceptance of mediocrity that
has laid the foundation for
such a plan to be created
under the guise it will reduce poverty
Disclosure: In last
week’s Letter to the Editor, Gypsy Gallardo correctly stated I led Happy
Workers in the pursuit of
TIF funding. She was correct. One of the roles of
the board of directors is
to raise money and seek
out funding to support
Happy Workers’ mission.
We believe that a CRA is
needed in Midtown; however, we contend that the
current CRA plan in its
current format will not
sow the seeds of a viable
socio-economic strategy.
Maria L. Scruggs
President, St. Petersburg Branch NAACP
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Cristo Rey empowers urban youth
with college prep and jobs
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

TAMPA - Cristo Rey
Tampa High School hosted
its first work-study program
Draft Day for the inaugural
ninth grade class of more
than 90 freshmen at Higgins
Hall at St. Lawrence last
month. All students have
been placed with corporations, local businesses and
non-profit organizations in
the Tampa Bay area.
Cristo Rey Tampa is the
latest in a national network of
32 Catholic schools founded
by Fr. John P. Foley, S.J., in
1996. Cristo Rey is the
largest network of high
schools in the United States
whose enrollment is limited
to low-income youth.
The Cristo Rey Network
delivers a distinctive approach to inner-city education that equips students
with the knowledge, character and skills to transform
their lives.
Draft Day was the beginning of that transformation
as students cheered each
other on as they were called
up to take pictures with their
employers who “drafted”
them.
Before the work-study

draft began, students got the
opportunity to apply what
they learned during their
Table Manners Etiquette
workshop as they ate breakfast. Teachers who sat at
each table observed and
gently corrected students
when necessary.
“There are all these neat
kids that had something different on their plate,” said
Julie Fouchie, assistant principal of the high school. “I
was very impressed.”
“It was a good experience,” said freshmen Jani
Baby, a former student of
McClain Middle School in
Brandon.
“Cristo Rey Tampa
stressed the importance of
first impressions,” added
Baby who began her workstudy experience during an
orientation at the Fee & Jeffries Law Firm in downtown
Tampa.
Baby said she found out
about Cristo Rey Tampa
from a relative, and when the
freshmen attended an orientation session, she saw one of
her former schoolmates.
“Everyone is friendly. I’ve
been to the church. I like the
grounds, the lake, it’s beautiful!”

Baby and her 92 classmates will not only benefit
from a work-study and college preparatory program,
but they will also have access
to the Boys and Girls Club, a
swimming pool, horses and
over 140 acres of natural
beauty.
During the Draft Day
ceremonies, each workstudy business sponsor and
student who will be working
for them were called to the
stage to get their pictures
taken.
Principal Jim Madden
and CEO Charles Imbergamo introduced students to
the school’s culture and expectations, and each student
receive their first school tshirt.
Students had a chance to
vote on the school mascot
along with sports and extracurricular activities.
“We have four years of
growth ahead of us,” said
Fouchie with wide smile.
Some of the 2016-17
Cristo Rey Tampa corporate
work partners include CocaCola Beverages, Fintech, Columbia Restaurant, Saint Leo
University, Step Up For Students, TECO Energy and
The Florida Aquarium.
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Help is at your door
From PROGRAM, page 1

sources available.
Robinson said a lot of
people just don’t know about
community resources, and
the ones that do are often
met with roadblocks.
“Transportation can be a
problem and for others they
are not tech savvy with a
computer. And sometimes
pride stops them.”
With the Adopt-a-Block
program, the resources
come to the residents. If
there is a service that they
cannot do such as extensive
roof repair, the volunteers
will refer the homeowner to
a city program that can help
them.
The Adopt-a-Block program has received support
and assistance from the Juvenile Welfare Board, which
donates approximately 66
boxed lunches for children,
the City of St. Petersburg’s
Director of Urban Affairs,
Nikki Gaskin-Capehart and
Lendel Bright from the Committee to Advocate for Persons with Impairment.
Robinson decided to do
some type of volunteer work
one day while attending a
Men’s Ministry meeting at
Southside Tabernacle Baptist Church. Remembering
how his late mother had
taught him to always share

and help others, he knew it
was time to start giving back.
“I would not have made it
where I am without God putting people in place to help
me,” said Robinson.
His father-in-law Henry
Payne, co-pastor at Southside
Tabernacle, referred him to
the Adopt-a Block program
that had been started in the
Lealman
neighborhood.
After volunteering in there,
he decided to expand the
program to Childs Park.
“Neither south St. Pete
nor Childs Park is a ‘hood’ or
a ‘ghetto,’” said Robinson,
who feels those words carry
too many negative connotations.
He said Childs Park is a
community that has its own
set of circumstances, its own
style, its own culture and
needs.
“By going to the homes
of residents and learning
about them and their needs,
those definitions and words
with negative connotations
are
no
longer
appropriate. Take pride in
your community,” advised
Robinson. “It does not have
to be that way. There are
things out there to help you
and then learn to help each
other.”
Monday through Friday,

Robinson works for the
Florida Department of Education as a vocational rehabilitation counselor, but on
Saturday morning he’s a
lawn man, trash collector, a
house painter, just to name a
few of his jobs.
The ultimate goal is to
knock on every door in the
Childs Park neighborhood,
which could take years. For
now, they thoroughly cover
small segments of a street
one week at a time.
Robinson and his team
have been working a few
blocks in Childs Park for
eight weeks now. Within that
time, they have filled a twoton dumpster, provided by
the city, five times.
“The effort takes volunteers. The more volunteers
you have, the more things
you can do,” expressed
Robinson, who said if it’s just
him he will be out there by
himself cleaning up the
neighborhood.
The program is in need
of more volunteers, lawn
equipment, storage space
and a supplier of boxed
lunches for adults. If you
would like to volunteer,
please call 727-240-0734 ext.
235 or email Michael Robinson at Michael@floridadreamcenter.org.

Jean Audino just started volunteering with Adopt-a-Block in Aug.
Living in Gulfport, she said it’s a passion for her to help people.

L-R, Henry Collins, Debra Maggio, Valita Jackson,
Louise Peterson, Robin Wynn

Lisa Wynn has been volunteering her Saturdays for eight weeks. At the
time of the interview, she was working on her own block.
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Celebrating success in closing the achievement gap
From BTAG, page 1

taught at, but once she got
into middle school she
started to slack. By the
time high school came
around, she was really in
trouble.
Apprehensive about attending the BTAG program, her fears were
subsided when teachers
understandingly worked
with her. Shakari graduated from Largo High with
honors this past June and
is attending Florida Atlantic University where
she is majoring in psychology.
Michelle Topping, director of Educational Alternative Services was on
hand to explain the Mobile
Course Credit Recovery
(MCCR) program offered
at BTAG. This program is
for students who are willing to work online at their
own pace three afternoons
a week. Teachers will help
when needed.
Students make up
credits or recover courses
to improve their GPA or
meet graduation requirements. Last year nine stu-

dents were enrolled at the
start of the year, and out of
those nine, seven were
able to graduate in June.
Five of the nine were able
to successfully pass their
courses at school thereby
eliminating the need for
credit recovery. Two other
students completed a
course each and raised
their GPA.
“For all of the things
that they’ve done for my
family and all the things
that BTAG will continue to
do for all the families in
the community, I say
thank you,” said Felicia
Hills, parent of Colby
Boyd.
Colby was picked up
from school, received tutoring and brought back
home at the end of the day.
Hills expressed how appreciative she was for the
teachers who kept her informed on his progress.
With help from BTAG,
Colby graduated from
Seminole High School this
past June.
Growing up, retired educator and current BTAG

volunteer Pat Palmateer
listened to her parents’
money woes. She vowed
not to ever be in that position and knew education
was the best way out of
poverty. She worked hard
and received a full scholarship from Stetson University.
“An education changed
my life,” said Palmateer as
she gave the keynote
speech.
Palmateer said parents
and grandparents are the
first teachers in a child’s
life because children not
only learn what they teach,
but they also learn from
their actions.
She advised parents
and grandparents that
their role is vital when it
comes to helping their
children and grandchildren reach their personal
and professional goals.
Palmateer stressed the
importance of reading
daily to children from the
time they are babies, and
not letting them slack
throughout their educational career.

“It breaks my heart to
see a bright student take
the easiest course he or
she can and get by with a
C,” said Palmateer. “They
are wasting so much of
themselves. If a course is
hard, get them extra help.”
She next gave advice to
educators, stressing that
they need a thorough understanding of the subject
matter and to make learning exciting.
“If the teacher seems
bored, what do you expect
from the kids?”
A poor teacher can
stunt a child’s learning,
which can have catastrophic consequences. A
good teacher will access
the different learning
styles in the classroom
and tailor their lessons
around them.
For example, some students are auditory learners and some are visual or
tactile learners. If a
teacher is only giving lectures, the visual and tactile
learners will fall behind.
Personal traits of a
teacher need to include

being accepting, fair, respectful, supportive and
calm. It should never matter to them about their students’ race, creed, color or
sexual preference, she
said.
Palmateer also mentioned that some students’
home life might not be stable, so it is up to the
teacher to understand that
“getting to school is just
about all they can handle
some days.”
There are times when
both teachers and parents
are strained and tired and
just can’t give their best,
but Palmateer stressed
that the children must be
made the priority.
“Can you image what
the world would be like if
everyone made children
and education a top priority,” she asked.
In keeping with tradition, BTAG brought back
a former student who has
now graduated college.
Eboni Green graduated
Largo High School and
2008 and attended the University of Central Florida

where she received a
bachelor’s degree in
health services and administration.
“This is all by the grace
of God, and of course, the
assistance of Bridging the
Achievement Gap,” she
stated. “I was taught a
great level of responsibility, determination and dedication.”
Thanking her parents
and the Feazells for her
success, she is now a
client service manager for
a healthcare provider.
At the end of the
evening, Feazell walked
around the room thanking
almost everyone from his
teachers and mentors who
instilled in him the importance of education, to the
teachers who spend their
time instructing students,
right down to the volunteers who drive the van to
pick the kids up and take
them home.
Congratulations
to
BTAG for another successful year of bridging the
achievement gap.

Felicia Hills

Shakari Robinson

James Feazell, left, and Mayor David Archie

Michelle Topping,
director, Educational Alternative Services

Retired educator Patricia Palmateer

Eboni Green
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Young entrepreneurs awarded
BY ERNISA BARNWELL
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG —
For inner city youths, the
opportunity to travel for
summer vacation may not
be in the cards, but that
didn’t stop a group of
young ladies in south St.
Pete from taking full advantage of their time off
from school.
The young ladies who
attended
the
HAIR
BRAIDING STARLETS™
Summer Camp enjoyed
entrepreneur training all
while learning the ancient
cultural art of hair braiding, which will afford the
participants, ages 9-17, a
skill they will be able to
mature into. Hair braiding
is an enterprise with minimal
venture
capital
needed to get started.
The HAIR BRAIDING
STARLETS™
Summer
Camp had some great
community sponsorship,
speakers and volunteer
support. Beauty Depot,
2319 34th St. S, was very
generous in their donation
of beauty supplies for the
hair braiding kits. Dr.
Barnes of Barnes Holistic
Counseling Therapies Institute LLC even awarded
a scholarship to one of the
young ladies that covered

her full summer tuition.
Brittany Richardson of
Bunited Tax Services and
CEO of World magazine
spoke to the girls about
being young entrepreneurs, L’Aisha Love, a
master hair braider and
alumna of BARDA Hair
Braiding College, came
out and taught the girls
technical hair braiding
techniques.
Emerald Morrow of
WTSP Channel 10 News
blessed the young ladies
with knowledge about
journalism. Brittany Jenkins, owner of B-Milan
Salon came out and spoke
to the girls about being a
young salon owner, and
Cynthia Tomlin from
Healthy Start lectured on
female health and infant
mortality.
During the Aug. 5
graduation ceremony, City
of St. Petersburg Director
of Urban Affairs Nikki
Gaskin-Capehart
presented a certificate to the
HAIR BRAIDING STARLETS™ from the city. She
inspired the girls to continue learning and growing in all their endeavors.
The young ladies age
16 and up received their
Florida State Hair Braiding Licensing course certificate of completion from

BARDA Enterprises International, and girls ages 915
received
an
apprenticeship certification.
Rev. Willie Whiting
from Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist was
also on hand at the graduation ceremony. He asked
if any of the past graduates
have had children, and I
was proud to say that
there have been no teen
pregnancies among my
students since the program started in 2009.
One young lady who
completed this summer’s
technical African hair
braiding and entrepreneur
training program has already begun operating a
home-based business. She
made $600 during the
back-to-school season and
purchased
her
own
clothes and school supplies, thus alleviating
stress from her parents.
HAIR
BRAIDING
STARLETS™ After School
Program begins Sept. 13
at the Enoch Davis Center,
1111 18th Ave. S. Registration is now open at the
center. For more information call 877-272-3136.
Rev. Whiting and
BARDA HAIR BRAIDING
COLLEGE™ were contributing sponsors.

L-R, Ernisa Barnwell, Nikki Capehart
and Talia Palmer
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  








  

  

 




  



 
 

    
  
   
  
    






Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.
  




 


  










Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.







 
  


Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  




 

 

      
  
  








 

Victory Christian Center Church

 


 


  
  
 
  
  
 
   

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Worship
Sunday
   
10:30 a.m.
  

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.




Contact: 727-896-2922
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
 
 

 
   
 
   
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



YOUR Church Ad
Should Be HERE!
Contact:
727-896-2922

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship MBC

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, its pastor, the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and
healing for a lost world hungry and thirsty for the word
of God. At St. Mark, we as a
body of believers are Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising
God for the awesome gift of
His son, Jesus Christ.
Events for September
Sept 2 - St. Mark Business Meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Sept 5 - Labor Day Holiday-Church Office Closed
Sept 12-15 - NBCA Session: Cincinnati, OH
Sept 18 - Church Outing:
New Mt. Olive-4 p.m.
Sept 25 - 85th Church
Anniversary Pre Celebration
Service-Guest Church: St.
John Progressive M.B.
church, Tampa, FL. Rev. Dr.
Bartholomew Banks, Pastor
Sept 30 - St. Mark Business Meeting
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to
come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union
is each Sunday: 5:00 p.m.
Members and the general

public are invited to come
out to study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Baptists
Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:004:00 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every
Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

I AM Temperance
Scripture – “He that
rules his spirit is greater
than he that taketh a city
(Proverbs 16:32).”
Denial – “I AM not dependent on anyone or anything to control me.”
Affirmation –“I AM living
a holistically healthy, balanced and well-rounded life.”
Temperance is the ability
to maintain balance. One of
the images for balance is the
scale. In biblical times, some
merchants were dishonest
and they tipped the scales in
their favor thus cheating people out of their goods and
services. This practice was
not pleasing to God nor the
people who were affected by
this dishonest gain. “A false
balance is an abomination to

the Lord but a just weight is
his delight (Proverbs 11:1).”
God desires that we live
holistically healthy, balanced
and well-rounded lives. The I
AM always calls us back into
balance.
Temperance is self-control. The I AM empowers us
to control ourselves. We cannot control others. As stated
in the Serenity Prayer: “God
grant me the serenity to accept the things that I cannot
change (others), the courage
to change the things that I
can (myself) and the wisdom
to know the difference.”
The Proverbs speak a lot
about self-control. “Better a
patient person than a warrior, one with self-control
than one who takes a city

(Proverbs 16:32).’ Many people talk about taking the city
for Jesus but until we can
take control of our own lives,
how can we take the city?
“He that has no rule over his
own spirit is like a city that is
broken down, and without
walls (Proverbs 25:28).” Despite persecution and pain,
Jesus demonstrated a lot of
self-control on the cross.
Like Jesus, I AM lives in us
and we have the ability to
control our thoughts, our
words and our actions.
Reflection Question – Is
there any area of your life
that is out of balance? If so,
how can you use the I AM to
bring about balance?

INVITATION SUNDAY AT
THE SHIP - The Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church,
which is often referred to as
“THE SHIP”, will hold their regular Worship Sunday Services
at 7:45 am, 10:45 am and Sunday
Church School at
9:30
am.“WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” NOON DAY FROM
12:00 NOON UNTIL 1:00 PM
(THE BEST ONE HOUR OF
YOUR DAY) AND “PRAYER &
WEDNESDAY IN THE WORD”
ALONG WITH “YOUTH ENRICHMENT” AT 7:00 PM –
THE COMMUNITY IS WELCOMED TO JOIN US -- YOU
DON'T WANT TO MISS ANY
OF OUR “WEDNESDAY
IN
THE WORD” STUDIES IN
GOD'S WORD. The public is
welcome to attend Sunday Services anytime – you will find that
all services place great emphasis on our Savior Jesus Christ
and His loving atonement for all
mankind. The Pastor, Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Official Family
and the entire Church Family
extend to you a cordial invitation to join “THE SHIP” in fellowship.
September at the Ship
Sept. 5-9 – NBCUSA, INC.
ANNUAL SESSION WILL BE

HELD IN KANSAS CITY, MISSIOURI.
SEPT. 7 AT 7 PM –
WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE –
ADULT MASS CHOIR/MAE
CHORUS AND THE 2ND SUNDAY USHERS TO SERVICE.
THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN
(SEPTEMBER), THE FRIENDSHIP LAYMEN AND MALE
CHORUS WILL BE IN
CHARGE OF THE FAMILY
LOVE FELLOWSHIP DINNER.
THOSE BORN IN THE
MONTH OF SEPTEMBER
PLEASE SEE YOUR CAPTAIN,
SIS. MARY DUNBAR.
September 12, 2016 at 7:00
pm – Pastor and First Family
19/39 Appreciation Celebrating
First Prayer and Planning Meeting, Dea. Arthur Reese, Honorary
Chairperson,
Dea.
Earnest & Larnetta Peterson,
Chairpersons and Min. Keith &
Carolyn Riggins, Co-Chairpersons are asking those members
desiring to be a part of this
Committee to be present and on
time, much to start planning for.
SEPTEMBER 17, 2016 AT
10:00 AM – THIRD QUARTER
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
– ALL MINISTRY LEADERS
ARE TO BE IN ATTENDANCE.

September 18, 2016 at 4:00
pm – Friendship to fellowship at
our Sister Church, New Hope
Missionary Baptist Church,
2120 19th Street South, Rev.
Carlos L. Senior, Pastor, Pastor
Evans is asking the following
Ministries to join him, the Adult
Mass Choir, Male Chorus and
Third Sunday Ushers as well as
our Members to be in attendance.
“THE SHIP” won't sail without YOU! For additional information on any of the
announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church 3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, 33712 Church
Office: (727) 906-8300 E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”: Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net Visit Our
FACEBOOK PAGE Visit West
Coast Baptist District Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 9068300 – MONDAY – FRI. FROM
9 AM - 3 PM.
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Where were the voters?
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Despite church members
throughout the south St.
Petersburg community
turning up to the NAACP’s
Souls to the Polls/Voting
Is Power event last Sunday, less than 25 percent of
Pinellas County voted.
This is a problem that
persists in smaller elections. This year’s Primary
actually surpassed the
2012 race.
State Rep. Darryl Rouson has less than 70 votes
more than Hillsborough
County’s Ed Narain in the
Senate District 19 Primary
race.

Election officials must
order a machine recount
of all ballots if the candidates are within one-half of
a percent, and both sides
have lawyered up.
Rouson received 28.59
percent of the vote to
Narain’s 28.43. The race
also pitted former State
Rep. Betty Reed (22 percent) and attorney Augie
Ribeiro (21 percent)
against each other.
Converging at Mt. Zion
Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church, Sunday’s
event was to educate voters about the candidates
on the Primary Election
ballot, and to encourage
them to vote that day at
the downtown election office.

“One of the things that
the NAACP thought was
important to do was to facilitate collaboration with
various groups to get out
the vote,” said President of
the St. Petersburg Branch
NAACP Maria L. Scruggs.
NAACP Political Action Leader Erika Lopez
broke down the dynamics
of the Primary Election by
highlighting all the candidates and their positions.
Recount results should
be in today or tomorrow.
For more Pinellas County
results, log on to votepinellas.com.
To
reach
Allen
Buchanan,
email
abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

